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HALACHIC AND HASHKAFIC ISSUES IN

CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
SERIES 2: 8 - MASHIACH

PART 1 - MAIMONIDES
OU ISRAEL CENTER - WINTER 2021/22

A] EMUNA, HERESY AND THE RAMBAM’S 13 IKARIM

A1] THE MAIMONIDEAN MEASURE OF HERESY

1. - vnka vbunt ovc ihnthu 'okf ,usuxhv vktc ostv vsuh ratfuktrah kkfc xbfb uvhrv'uhkg ojrku 'ucvtk ohchju '
gcyv ,urcd,vu vut,v ,njn ,urcgv in vaga vn vag ukhptu 'vujtvu vcvtv in ub,mek ub,men wv chja vn kfu

  /ktrah hgaupn tuvu 'ekj uk ahu 'uhrn hpk abgh tuv hrv - gurdv otukeke,h,usuxhv vktn suxh ostk in tmh hrv - 
 rnut tuv uhkgu 'usctku utbak ohchju 'w,ughybc .muewu wxuruehptwu wihnw trebu 'regc rpfu 'kkfv(tf:yke ohkhv,) tukv

wufu tbat wv lhtban
,kha ejmh wr oudr, - (;uxc) ekj erpk ocnrv ,nsev1

The Rambam’s ‘hard-line’ position is set out in the 13 Ikarim in his Commentary on the Mishna.  There he defines who is
to be included in the Jewish community.  Excluded are all those who undermine

2
 the 13 Ikarim and are thereby heretics.  

A2] THE 12TH IKAR - MASHIACH

2./t«uc#h $a o«uh k#f %c «uK v $f 'j(t v$z k#f o *g / 'v +n %v 'n %,*h $a h *p k 'g ; 't %u / 'jh *a #n 'v , 'th *c %c v #n+k %a v#bUn.t$c ih *n(t 'n h*b(t
ch ihntn hbt

3./«un %a Q 'r#c %,*h t +r«uC 'v , +t +n , $r $j 't v #r«u, t +v %, t«k %u , $p$k %j 1n t +v %, t«k v #r«uT 'v ,t«z $a /v #n+k %a v#bUn.t$c ih *n(t 'n h*b(t
y ihntn hbt

4. - rag ohbav suxhvu - rjth tku tcha ihntvk tuvu /jhanv ,unhI ºk5v +F 'j ÆV 'n %v 'n %, *h5o *t(d:c euecj) 'cume .e uk o 'GUh tku /
u,cvtu 'u,kusdc ihntvku /:ihme hcajn ka i,gs jup,; ohrnt ohnfjv /«utuc inz ivn thmuvk ,utrenv Ua %r«ph tku
rat vru,v czfn - urcs kzkzn ut epx uc khy +na hnu /hftkn sgu vann thcb kf hsh kg uc rc 1sa vn hpf 'uhkg vkp,vu

u ogkc ,arpc aurpc uc v #s 'ghohcmb o,thn kfu /sujhc vnka grznu 'susn tkt ktrahk lkn iht hf vzv suxhv kkfnu /
uhthcb hrcscu wvc rpuf ,tzv vjpanv rcs kg ekuja

ihrsvbx vban 'ekj �pk vnsev - o�cnr3

The essential elements of the 12th Ikar are: (i) confidence that Mashiach will come; (ii) not trying to predict the actual
date of his coming; (iii) appreciating the greatness of Mashiach and the era of Mashiach; (iv) davening for Mashiach; (v)

that a Jewish king cannot be from any family other than that of David and Shlomo
4
.

1. uwba,v 'ohnust vkgn ',kha ,tmuv - vbank owcnrv ,unev
2. How ‘doubting’ a person need be in order to be considered a heretic is not clear.  Some translations of the 13 Ikarim (written originally in Judeo-Arabic) seem to imply the need for a

serious derogation.  Rav Yitzchak Shilat’s new translation and the standard translation which appears in the Vilna Shas (probably by the mediaeval scholar R. Shmuel Ibn Tibbon)

both use the expression keke,b - implying a significant derogation.  However the translation of Rav Kappach (Mossad HaRav 1965) uses the expression epeph, which seems to

contemplate a far lesser level of ‘doubt’ in order to be considered a heretic.  See also the Rambam’s commentary to Sanhedrin 10:2, which even in the Ibn Tibbon translation uses

different expressions of culpability:-  vbuntv hsuxha bghsuvukeke,b ohrfzbv kmt uep,xbutcv okugv hhjn ujsb lfhpku o,mec 
Rav Kappach’s full translation of the 12th Ikar is:

vcvtv in vz kg vz ub,ut wv vuma vn kfu uhkg kunjku ucvtk vcuju 'ktrah kkfc xbfb tuv hrv ',h,nt ovc u,buntu ukkv ,usuxhv kf ostk ohnhhe uhvh ratfu
 /ktrah hgaupn tuvu 'ekj uk ahu uhrn ksud hpk abgb tuv hrv 'grv urmh ,urcd,vu u,ut, ,njn ,urhcgv in ,uhvk kufha vn vag ukhptu 'vujtvu ratfuepephost 

,usuxhv uktn suxhcwufu tbat wv lhtban tkv rnut tuv uhkgu ushnavku u,ubak vcuju ',ughybc .mueu xuruehptu ihn trebu rehgc rpfu kkfv in tmh vz hrv 
3. Translation of R. Yitzchak Shilat.

4. Note the possible anti-Christian message here since according to at least some Christian traditions, lineage was traced to King David through his son Natan. 
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A3] THE 9TH IKAR - THE TORAH WILL NOT BE CHANGED

5./«un %a Q 'r#c %,*h t +r«uC 'v , +t +n , $r $j 't v #r«u, t +v %, t«k %u , $p$k %j 1n t +v %, t«k v #r«uT 'v ,t«z $a /v #n+k %a v#bUn.t$c ih *n(t 'n h*b(t
y ihntn hbt

6.- hgha,v suxhuvbnn grdh tku vc ; +x«u,*h tku 'v,kuz wv ,tn vru, tuc, tku 'k 'y 1c, tk van ,ru, ,tza tuvu /kuycv 
 rnt 'aurhpc tku cu,fc tk/// ubnn grd, tku uhkg ;xu, tk

ihrsvbx vban 'ekj �pk vnsev - o�cnr

The 9th Ikar is that the Torah will NEVER be changed or switched by God to a different Torah.

B] THE MESSIANIC ERA -vs- OLAM HABA

7.UbUgh *s«uv r#c %F /"oh*H 'j . $r $t %C wv cUy %C ,«ut %r*k h *T%b 'n.t $v t+kUk" (dh zf ohkhv,) r 'n.t$B $J t#C 'v o#k«ug #v h+H 'j%k v#U 't %, *v %u s *u #S V 'n#F v #N 'f %u
QUr#C J«us #E 'v t#K $t V #n %m 'g %u V#h %p#h %u V#k %s#D 'g +s«uh ih +t %u V#h %r 1C k 'g V#dh *¬ 'v%k o #s #t#C 'j«F ih +t t#C 'v o#k«ug #v , 'c«uY $J oh*b«uJt *r #v oh *n#f(j 'v
'jh *J #N 'v ,«unh*k k +t #r %G*h i $v#C ih *b.v$B $F ;UD 'C $J oh *r#c %s*k t#K $t i#bh +t k +t #r %G*h%k oh *th *c%B 'v o $v#C oh *t %C'b %, *N $J ,«uc«uY 'v k#F $J %u /«uS 'c%k tUv

 /k +t #r %G*h%k v#k #J %n $N 'v cUJ #T $J i 'n %z *C
r 'n #t Uv#h %g 'J%H $J tUv /i«uh %n *S 'C V #,«ut U,(j %p*h t«K $J h +s %F oh *th *c%B 'v #vUN *S t«k %u i«uh %n *s %u Q $r+g V#k ih +t t#C 'v o#k«ug #v h+H 'j , 'c«uy k#c(t
V #,«ut v #t #r t«k %u th *c#b ih +g V #,«ut v #,(t #r t«K $J v#c«uY 'v r 'n«uk %F /"«uk v+F 'j %n*k v $G(g'h W %,#kUz oh *v«k.t v #, #t #r t«k i*h 'g" (d sx vhgah)
k#c(t 'jh *J #N 'v ,«unh*k t#K $t Ut %C*b t«k i#K1F oh *th *c%B 'v k#F oh *n#f(j Ur %n #t /«uk v $F 'j %N $J o #s #t#k oh *v«k.t #v V #,«ut v #G#g 'oh *v«k.t t#K $t

:W %,#kUz oh *v«k.t v #, #t #r t«k i*h 'g t#C 'v o#k«ug #v
z vfkv j erp vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

We have almost no understanding of the nature of Olam Haba.  The prophecies in Tanach refer to Yemot HaMashiach,
which is part of Olam Haze.

8.v#kh *f(t t«k «uC ih +t ,«uH *u %D «uC ih +t %u kh *t«uv /, +r #F 'v h+f(t%k 'n %F ;UD t«k %C s 'c%k *C oh *eh *S 'M 'v ,«uJ %p'b t#K $t v#H *u %dU ;UD «uC ih +t t#C 'v o#k«ug #v
,«upUD'k ih *g %r #t %N $J oh *r#c %S 'v i *n «uC r#c #S g 'r.t$h t«k %u /v$Z 'v o#k«ug#C i $v#k ih *fh *r %m o #s #t h+b %C ,«upUD $J oh *r#c %S 'v k#F *n r#c #S t«k %u v#H *, %J t«k %u

 oh*b«uJt *r #v oh *n#f(j Ur %n #t Q#F /i $v#C t+m«uH 'f %u e«uj %GU c$m $g %u v #,h *nU v#b +J %u v #sh *n(g'u v#ch *J%h i«ud %F /v$Z 'v o#k«ug#C(/zh ,ufrc)t#C 'v o#k«ug #v" 
W%k r +r#C %,*b h +r(v /"v#bh *f %F 'v uh *Z *n ih *b.v$b %u i $vh +Jt #r %C o $vh +,«ur %y 'g %u oh *c %J«uh oh *eh *S 'm t#K $t Jh *n %J 'T t«k %u "v#H *, %J t«k %u v#kh *f(t t«k «uC ih +t
t«k %C o #J ih*hUm %n oh *eh *S 'M 'v r 'n«uk %F /Ur %n #t v #sh *j Q $r $S ih *c %J«uh oh *eh *S 'm Ur %n #t $J v$z %u /v#H *, %JU v#kh *f(t o #J ih +t $J h *p%k ;UD o #J ih +t $J
th *v %u i $v #N *g v#hUm %n t#C 'v o#k«ug #v h+H 'j%k Uf#z V#k#k %d *C $J Ug %s#H $J , 'g 'S r 'n«uk %F i $vh +Jt #r %C i $vh +,«ur %y 'g Ur %n #t $J v$z i+f %u /v#gh *d%h t«k %cU k #n#g

 v«n«k %J r 'n #t $J i#h %b *g#F i $v#K $J v #r #y(g #v(th:d ohrhav rha) «uN *t «uK v #r %Y *g $J v #r #y(g #C r +n«ut tUv h +r(v'u /(h:vk vhgah) k 'g o#k«ug , 'j %n *G %u
/o #Jt«ruh *Z *n ih *b.v$b Ur %n #t $J v$z Uv 'nU /v#gh *s%h 'v th *v it#F oh *n#f(j Ur %n #t $J v #r #y(g Q#F /Jt«r #v k 'g 'jUb #T $J h +s %F ;UD v #j %n *¬ 'v ih +t %u 

/k #p #F 'v k +p #t #v ;UD 'C o +v %u oh *g %s«uh o#bh +t $F v 'n tUv QUr#C J«us #E 'v , 'T *n(t +n ih *dh *¬ 'nU oh *g %s«uH $J ?v#bh *f %F 'v
c vfkv j erp vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

For the Rambam, Olam Haba is an entirely spiritual entity with no trace of physicality.  The aspect of us which lives on

in Olam Haba is our conscious mind which we developed when in this world.  In Olam Haba, this mind will be able to

fully grasp God’s essence.

9.vz kg k"zj ,gs vhv tk hatr hhju !sckc ,unabk tkt ,upudk oh,nv ,hhj, iht rnuta hnk ohcure hbhgc vzv ahtv hrcs t"t
tku iyuapfu ignanf ,urygv uhvhu cuyk rufz uvhkt ,hudfu ohftknv ,hudf ,uthrcu ,uezj o,hhud ohah trucva rapt kct ///

 /kan vhvh
oa sctrv ,udav

The Ravad rejects this position as contrary to the view of Chazal!  According to him, Olam Haba may be physical, as we
see from the concept of Resurrection - Techiyat Hametim

5
.  The Ravad envisages that, in the next world, we will indeed

be like the melachim - in the sense that our bodies will be super-strong and healthy like the bodies of the melachim
6
!  The

crowns on our heads will be literal and physical, not (as the Rambam suggests) a  metaphor for our minds. 

5. As we will see be’H in subsequent shiurim, the Rambam’s own position on Techiyat Hametim is not entirely clear.  In his own lifetime he was accused of taking the view that Techiyat

Hametim refers to ‘life after death’ in the Soul World, rather than the physical resurrection of the dead in this world.  

6. The question of whether a malach can take on physical form is yet another dispute between the rationalists and the mystics.  For the Rambam, a malach can ONLY be seen and

experienced through prophecy.  This leads to his position in the Guide (2:42) which re-reads all interactions with melachim in Tanach as happening in nevua!  This in turn leads to

the response of the Ramban (Bereishit 18:1) that such a position is forbidden to learn or believe!!    
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• The Rambam therefore sees Olam Haba and Yemot HaMashiach as two entirely different concepts, whereas the Ravad conflates

them.

• There is of course a far deeper debate underpinning this dispute. The Rambam, as a rationalist, sees the spiritual world as entirely

transcendent and removed from this physical world.  It is accessible only by intellectual/imaginative connection through prophecy or,

at a lower level, through proper kavana in learning, davening and performing mitzvot. The Ravad, as a mystic7, sees the spiritual and

physical worlds as far more connected.  Creation occurred following a process of God’s emanation through the Sefirot to the point that

Olam Haze is ultimately part of this process of emanation.8

10.:tkt - !ahjf ajfn tv - vynv ahna, tnhkht ?htns ahna, /ahna,u 'ana ',ca :iv ukt 'tcv okugv ihgn vaka
/ohceb ahna,

:zb ,ufrc

Chazal compare Olam Haba to Shabbat, the radiance of the sun and to the intensity of relief on finding a much needed

bathroom!

11.?,cac kfth ifhvn ,ca crgc jry tka hn ',cac kfth ,ca crgc jrya hn
 /d vrz vsucg

This world is like the weekdays - for work and achievement.  The next world is like Shabbat - a reality of ‘being’ and not

‘becoming’.  There is no more opportunity for mitzvot in Olam Haba!
9

12.ihkeryk xbf,a hsf ruszurpc lnmg ie,v tcv okugv hbpc ruszurpk vnus vzv okugv rnut cegh hcr 

zy vban s erp ,uct ,fxn vban

Chazal, in Pirkei Avot, compare this world to a dressing room and the next world to the banquet. Proper time and effort

in the dressing room is essential to be prepared for the banquet and everything in the dressing room is there in order to
use and prepare.  But it would be ludicrous to spend the entire time playing with the machines in the dressing room and

never go into the banquet! 

13.jur ,rue ka ,jt vga vphu tcv okugv hhj kfn vzv okugc ohcuy ohagnu vcua,c ,jt vga vph rnut vhv tuv
 :vzv okugv hhj kfn tcv okugc

zh vban s erp ,uct ,fxn vban

So too, one moment of Olam Haze is more valuable than all of Olam Haba.  But one moment of Olam Haba is more
pleasurable than all the pleasures in Olam Haze. 

C] WHAT IS THE MESSIANIC ERA?

14. t/k +t #r %G*h h +j %s*b . +C 'e %nU 'J #S %e *n v+bIcU 'v#bIJt *r #v v#k #J %n $N 'v V#b %J#h%k sh *u #S ,h +C ,Uf%k 'n rh *z %j 'v%kU 's«n(g'k sh *,(g 'jh *J #N 'v Q$k $N 'v
/v #rIT 'C v #rUn(t #v i #,#u %m *n k#f %F ,Ik %cIh %u ih *Y *n %J ih *GIg %u ',Ib#C %r #e ih *ch *r %e 'n  :o $s«E *n Uh #v $J %F 'uh #n#h %C oh *y#P %J *N 'v k#F ih *r %zIj %u

h +r(v $J  :Ub +C 'r v $J«n %cU v #rIT 'C t#k +t 'r +pIF tUv s#c%k *C oh *th *c%b r #t %J *C t«k - I, #th *c%k v $F 'j %n Ubh +t %J h *n It 'IC ih *n(t 'n Ubh +t %J h *n k#f %u
" r #n.t$B $J 'uh#k#g v #sh *g +v v #rITv +m %e *C 'W(j 'S *b v $h %v *h-o *t / / / oh *N 'g #v-k#F *n W %m $C *e %u 'c #J %u `W $n(j *r %u 'W %,Uc %J-, $t Wh $v«k.t wv c #J %u

/ / / Wh $v«k.t wv W(th *c.v $u  /W $j #E *h 'o #F *nU 'Wh $v«k.t wv W %m $C 'e %h 'o #F *n--o *h #n #F 'v "(v-d'k ohrcs)o $v 'v #rIT 'C oh *J #r«p %N 'v oh *r#c %S 'v UK +t %u  /
oh *th *c%B 'v k#F h +s%h k 'g Ur %n %t$B $J oh *r#c %S 'v k#F oh*k%kIF

t vfkv th erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Messianic Era for the Rambam involves: (i) restoration of the dynasty of David; (ii) re-building the Temple; (iii) the

ingathering of exiles; (iv) the restoration of the halachic system to its full application. 

7. The Ravad was one of the foundational thinkers of a 12th Century school of kabbala in Provence which then spread through his son R. Isaac the Blind and his grandson R. Asher ben

David.  This school then spread to Catalonia in the 13th Century through R. Azriel of Gerona and the Ramban.

8. In medieval kabbala this leads to a panentheistic position - that this world is, in a sense, ‘contained’ within the reality of God’s broader emanation.  Latter kabbala embraced an even

more immanent perspective of God in this world, with a ‘virtual tzimtzum’ and sparks (nitzotzot) of kedusha embedded and exiled in this world, awaiting activation and redemption

through our mitzvot.     

9. For the Rambam, Olam Haba is of course a reference to the spiritual world of souls.  For the mystics, it includes Yemot HaMashiach. We see here the roots here of broader debate on

whether Torah and mitzvot will apply in the times of Mashiach.
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D] THE NON-MIRACULOUS NATURE OF THE MESSIANIC ERA

15.doh *r#c %s *C t$mIH 'f %u 'oh *, +n v$H 'j %n It 'o#kIg#C oh *r#c %S J +S 'j %nU 'oh *, %pInU ,I,It ,IG(g'k Qh *r#m ' 'jh *J #N 'v Q$k $N 'v $J Q #T %g 'S k 'g v$k(g'h k 't 
t#c+zIF i $c%K $J uh#k+F t +GIb v#h #v tUv %u 'v#h #v v#b %J *n h +n %f 'j +n kIs#D o#f #j v#ch *e(g h *C *r h +r(v $J--i+F r#c #S 'v ih +t `oh *r %nIt oh *J %P *Y 'v $J UK +t
i#uh +F `,IbIu(g#C d 'r %v$B $J s 'g ' 'jh *J #N 'v Q$k $N 'v tUv %J IrIS h +n %f 'j k#f %u tUv v #N *s %u  / 'jh *J #N 'v Q$k $N 'v tUv %J 'uh#k#g r +nIt v#h #v tUv %u 'Q$k $N 'v

/, +pIn t«k %u ,It t«k 'oh *n#f(j UB $N *n Uk(t #J t«k %u ' 'jh *J #n Ubh +t %J g 'sIb 'd 'r %v$B $J
t«k %u 'i $vh+k(g ih *ph *xIn ih +t %u 'oh *n#kIg h +n%kIg%kU 'o#kIg%k oh*B 'T %J *n #vh $y#P %J *nU #vh $E 1j ih +t ,t«Z 'v v #rIT 'v $J :i $v v#f#F 'oh *r#c %S 'v r 'eh *g %u
xIrIeh +p(t'u g #J #r ht 'S'U 'C v$z h +r(v--i #yUJ %P *n ,Iu %m *N'K $J oh *r#c %S 'v th *mIv %u v #rIT 'C oh*b #P v#K *D $J It ' 'g +rID It ;h *xIN 'v k#f %u `i $v +n ih *g %rID

c vfkv th erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

16. tId #v%b *n %F o#kIg t#k +t `,h *Jt +r %C v $G(g 'n %C JUS *j o #J v$h %v*h It 'o#kIg#K $J Id #v%b *N *n r#c #S k +y#C*h ' 'jh *J #N 'v ,Inh *C $J c+K 'v k 'g v$k(g'h k 't 
 v#h %g 'Jh *C r #n.t$B $J v$z %u /Q+kIv". #C %r *h h *s %D-o *g r +n#b %u 'G $c $F-o *g c +t %z r#d %u" (u:th uvhgah)ih *c %JIh k +t #r %G*h Uh %v*H $J - r#c #S 'v i'h %b *g  /v #sh *j %u k #J #n '

 r #n.t$B $J :r +n#b %u c +t %z *C oh*kUJ %N 'v 'o#kIg #v h+g %J *r o *g j 'y$c#ko $vh +r #g-k 'g s +e«J r +n#b--o +s %s #J %h ,Ic #r(g c +t %z" "(u:v uvhnrh)o#K1F Ur %z %j'h %u  /
" r #n.t$B $J 'k +t #r %G*h %F , 'j'b %C r #T 1N 'v r#c #S Uk %ft«h t#k +t 'U,h *j %J'h t«k %u Uk«z %d*h t«k %u ', $n.t #v , 's%ki $c $T-k 'ft«h r #e #C 'F 'v+h %r 't %u "uvhgah `z'th uvhgah)

 /(vf'vx'k #J #n Uh #v r#c #S v$zh +t%k k«F'k g 's#U*h 'jh *J #N 'v Q$k $N 'v ,Inh *cU `o $v oh*k #J %n ' 'jh *J #N 'v i'h %b *g %C ih *cU, %F 'v oh *r#c %S 'v UK +t %C t$mIH 'F k#F i+f %u 
i $v#C zUn #r i#h %b *g v 'nU

cs#c%k *C ,IH *f%k 'n sUC %g *J t#k +t ' 'jh *J #N 'v ,Inh*k v$Z 'v o#kIg #v ih +C ih +t 'oh *n#f(j Ur %n #t 
c-t vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam sees Yemot Hamashiach very much as part of this world - a non-miraculous continuation of our current
existence, but ushering in an era of world peace.  He emphasizes in particular that the halachic system will not change.

17.vih*hUm %n oh*B 's(g 'N 'v k#f %u 'v +C %r 'v , 'g 'P %J 1n v$h %v *T v#cIY 'v $J - ,Ur %j ', %u v #t%b *e t«k %u v #n #j%k *n t«k %u c#g #r t«k o #J v$h %v*h t«k i #n %Z 'v I,It %cU 
r#p#g$F

v vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Messianic era will also one in which there is no world hunger.  Taken together with the Rambam’s picture of a

non-miraculous Messianic era, this is a pointed social comment on the cause of poverty and starvation today - not that
there are insufficient resources to go around but that there is an unwillingness to share the resources that we have.

• The Rambam’s insistence on no fundamental changes in nature in the Messianic era is consistent with the 9th Ikar which requires

that the Torah can never change.  A fundamental shift in nature would require a fundamental shift in Torah!10  

18. /ivc uznr ihbg vnu 'kan vhv rcs vz htk kfk gsuh jhanv lknv ,unhcu //////s"ctrv ,dav vru,c cu,f tkvu t"t trehu)

(u:uf .rtv in vgr vhj h,cavu?!
 t vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Ra’avad objects that the Torah itself prophesies the change of animal nature in the Messianic Era, which

presumably (as a verse in the Chumash, rather than Navi) cannot be interpreted as a mashal (or can it?)

19.v #r«uT h +J %N 1j v #F *n(j 'F , $n$H 'e th *v h +r(v'u r +T %x $t ,'K *d %N *n .Uj 'jh *J #N 'v ,«unh*k k +y#C*k ih *sh *,(g oh *cU, %F 'v k#f %u oh *th *c%B 'v h +r %p *x k#F
 r 'n.t$B $J k 'Y 1c%h ,«ur#M 'v i«ur %f *z k#F $J h *P k 'g ; 't %u /o#k«ug%k ih*k +y %C i#bh +t $J v $P k 'g %C $J v #r«uT k $J ,«uf#k(v 'f %u(zy:vx vhgah) ,«ur #M 'v Uj %F %J *b h *F

'h *bh +g +n Ur %T %x *b h *f %u ,«ub«uJt *r #v r 'n.t$B $J Uk %y#C*h t«k oh *rUP 'v h +n%h (jf:y r,xt) o #r %f *z %u oh *sUv %H 'v Q«uT *n Ur %c 'g 'h t«k v$K +t #v oh *rUP 'v h +nh *u
/o #g %r 'Z *n ;Ux#h t«k  :s"ctrv ,davlf kct /sunk uc ihta rpx ihta ohrpxv kfn rpx kych tk hf 'vz tuv ,uyuhsv rcs t"t

/rucmc v,ut ,urekn kyc, tk vkhdn ovc ,urekn ohrpx rta ukych ukhpt urnt
 jh vfkv c erp vfubju vkhdn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam does however rule that the books of Nach (but NOT the Torah and mitzvot and with the exception of

Megilat Esther) will be abolished in the times of Mashiach since they will be irrelevant.  Interestingly, the Ravad here
disagrees since he considers that every book of Tanach will be worth study at all time.  But only the Megila will be read

in public.
11

10. More critically, the Rambam’s first 3 Ikarim - proving God’s existence, his Unity and his Incorporeality - are based on rational and philosophical constructs which assume existence

in the way that we have always understood it.  If there is to be a seismic shift in the nature of reality, these 3 Ikarim may also be undermined and the Rambam’s proofs for God could

disappear.  For these reasons too, a non-changing reality in the Messianic Era is essential for the Rambam .

11. Is he suggesting that we will no longer read from the Torah in public? This would indeed be a significant change in halacha!
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E] THE PROCESS OF THE MESSIANIC ERA

20.sV#C Q+kh+k k +t #r %G*h k#F ;«f#h %u 'v $P k 'g %C $J %u c #, %f *C $J v #rIT h *p %F 'uh *c #t sh *u #s %F ,Iu %m *N 'C e +xIg %u v #rIT 'C v$dIv sh *u #S ,h +C *n Q$k $n s«n(g'h o *t %u 
J #S %e *n v#b#cU 'uh #ch *c %X $J ,IN 1t #v k#F j 'M*b %u ' 'jh*k %m *v %u v #G#g o *t  : 'jh *J #n tUv %J , 'e %z $j %C v$z h +r(v - wv ,In #j%k *n o +j#K*h %u 'V #e %s *C e 'Z 'j%kU

/ht 'S'U 'C 'jh *J #n v$z h +r(v -k +t #r %G*h h +j %s*b . 'C *e %u 'InIe %n *C

oh *r +J %F 'v oh *n+k %F 'v sh *u #S ,h +C h+f%k 'n k#f %F tUv h +r(v'u 'v #rIT uh#k#g v #jh *y %c *v $J v$z Ubh +t %J 'gUs#H 'C - d 'r %v$b It 'v«F s 'g 'jh*k %m *v t«k o *t %u
r +r#c%kU i $v#C ;Ir %m*k 'Uk %J#F*h oh*kh *F %G 'N 'v-i *nU" r #n.t$B $J 'oh *C 'r IC ,IX'b%k t#k +t tUv QUr#C JIs #E 'v Ish *n %g *v t«k %u  /U, +N $J

 "s+gIN'k 'sIg-h *F  :. +e ,+g- Os 'g--i +C%k'k %u(vk:th kthhbs vtr)

r #n.t$B $J 'kt+H*b #S IC t+C'b %,*b r#c %F - ih *S ,h +c %C d 'r %v$b %u ' 'jh *J #n v$h %v*H $J v #N *S $J h *r %mIB 'v 'gUJ+h ; 'tiIz #j sh *n(g 'v%k Ut %¬'B *h 'W %N 'g h +mh *r #P h+b %cU" 
"Uk #J %f *b %u /(sh:th kthhbs)e+Z 'j %nU o $vh +j %s*b . +C 'e %nU 'o#gh *JInU k +t #r %G*h k +tID 'jh *J #N 'v $J Ur %C *S oh *th *c%B 'v k#F $J  :v$Z *n kIs#D kIJ %f *n J+h h *f %u  

'VIk.t s«c(g'k o#kIg #v c«r ,Ig %y 'v%kU 'v #rIT 'v ;h*k %j 'v%kU 'o#kh *P %J 'v%kU o #,h *r +t %J r'Z 'p%kU 'c $r $j 'C k +t #r %G*h s 'C 't%k o 'r#D v$z %u `i #,Iu %m *n
/wv h +s#g%k 'C *n

�s vfkv th erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

21.c ///////// s«n(g'h 'dId #nU dId , $n $j%k *n o $s«E $J %u `dId #nU dId , $n $j%k *n v$h %v *T 'jh *J #N 'v ,In%h ,'K *j %, *C $J 'oh *th *c%B 'v h +r %c *s%K $J i #yUJ %P *n v $t #r+h
" r #n.t$B $J  :o#C*k ih *f #v%kU k +t #r %G*h r 'F'h%k k +t #r %G*h%k th *c#bth *c#B 'v v#H*k +t , +t 'o $f#k 'j+k«J h *f« b #t v+B *v "(df:d hftkn)t +N 'y%k t«k t#C Ubh +t %u  /

oIk #J oUG#k t#k +t `ih*kUx %P Ue %z %j 1v $J h *n rh *J %f 'v%k t«k %u ',Ur %J 'F , 'e %z $j %C o $v %J oh *J#b(t k«x %p*k t«k %u 't +n #Y 'v r 'v 'y%k t«k %u 'rIv #Y 'v
 "oh*b#C-k 'g ,Ic #t-c+k ch *J +v %u" r #n.t$B $J 'o#kIg#C(sf:d hftkn)/

 - i $v#C t$mIH 'f %u oh *r#c %S 'v UK +t k#f %u  /Uv#H*k +t tIc#h ' 'jh *J #N 'v Q$k $N 'v , 'th *C o $s«E $J oh *r %nIt $J oh *n#f(j 'v i *n J+h %u'Uh 'v(h Q *th +v o ,s ,t g *s+h t«k
Uh 'v(H /J s*gQ#Fh *p%kU `oh *eUx %P 'v g 'r %f $v h *p%k t#k +t 'UK +t oh *r#c %s *C v#k#C 'e o $v#k ih +t oh *n#f(j 'v o'D  /oh *th *c%B 'v k $m +t i $v oh *nU, %x oh *r#c %S $J  :

 'oh*b #P k#F k 'g %u  /UK +t oh *r#c %s *C , $e«k %j 'n o $v#k J+h, ,S*C r ,eh (g 'i ,eUS 'e (S t«k 'u UK +t oh (r,c 'S ,*h,u4v rUS (x ih +t/

- r #eh *g o +nh *G%h t«k %u `i $v#C t$mIH 'f %u UK +t oh*b#h %b *g %C oh *rUn(t #v ,IJ #r %s *n h +r %c *s %C Qh *r(t'h t«k %u ',Is#D 'v 'v h +r %c *s %C o #s #t e 'X 'g %,*h t«k o#kIg%kU
v $F 'j%h t#k +t  /ih *M *e h +c %F 'j %n*K $J i #T %g 'S 'jUp #T 'oh *n#f(j Ur %n #t `ih *M *E 'v c 'F 'j%h t«k i+f %u  /v #t %r*h h +sh*k t«k %u 'v#c(v 't h +sh*k t«k ih *th *c %n i#bh +t %J

/Ub %r 't+C $J In %F 'r#c #S 'v k'k %f *C ih *n(t'h %u
�c vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

The Rambam rules that we have a outline understanding of the nature of the Messianic process but we have no clear

tradition as to the details.  Indeed, even Chazal were trying to work out the issues from the verses in Tanach, rather than
from a mesora.  As such, we should NOT be focussed on the details - who, how, when - but rather the general concepts.

22.ktrah .rtc vz tvha htb,cu 'atr uvuagha rnukf 'vchahc aht ,ubnk ohnfjvu ohshnk,v kfn vnfxv vhv, ota rucx hbtu
tk if rnt, tk ota hpk /vmrha hn ,t lf rjt tuv lunxhu 'lunx vhvhu vchahv uk ohhe,, ahtv u,ut hrv 'ubnseva unf
urntc o,chac wv jhycv rcf hrvu epx hkc lunx tvha ovn sjt kf lhrma hpk /okugk kusdv ihs ,hc ,uthmn ,hrapt tv,

(zf:t uvhgah) vbuatrcf lhypua vchaturcfa hpk /ajfun vz hrv 'ihfunx obhta hp kg ;tu 'o,ut vbnh jhanva rnt, tnau /
 ubhrpx ,nsevc ubrthcvp kgca vru,c tku c,fca vru,c tk vbnn grdh tku vru,c ;hxuh tk jhanva vzrucx hbtu /

rnt uhbnhxn vhvh vzu jhanv ,ukd,v hbpk cua, ihrsvbxvalk treh if hrjtu vkj,cf lhmguhu vbuatrcf lhypua vchatu 
esmv rhg /u,ru,ku wvk o,eua, ksd,u cuyv vagnc ucrhu ost hbc ,uck wv rhafh ratf epx hkc vhvh vzu /hbpk orah vcr,hu

jhanv tuctrenv heuxpc rtc,ba unf / 
 d vban t erp ihrsvbx ,fxn vban kg o"cnr

In his commentary on the Mishna, the Rambam describes the process for the re-institution of the Sanhedrin and sees this

as one of the signs of the imminent coming of Mashiach.  Note the Rambam’s insistence on the ascent of man in the

run-up to Mashiach. 

F] ELIYAHU HANAVI

23.rvyku tnyk tc uvhkt ihta hbhxn vank vfkv ucrn ucru ucrn gnaa htfz ic ibjuh icrn hbt kcuen gauvh hcr rnt
okugc ouka ,uagk tkt crek tku ejrk tk ohrnut ohnfju ,eukjnv ,uuavk rnut iugna hcr //// creku ejrk

 rntba(wd hftkn) thcbv vhkt ,t ofk jkua hbbv  :uduo,uct kg ohbc cku ohbc kg ,uct ck chavu
 z:j ,uhusg ,fxn vban

Eliyahu’s role is already discussed in the Mishna.  He will not come to pronounce on the personal status of individuals.
Rather, his function is to bring shalom between the generations.
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24.udu ohbc kg ,uct ck chavu /wvtrbu /ovhbhc ,eukjn sug vhv, tka /ohbc ck og ,uct ck vuah ohypanvu ohejv kg rnukf
s rnuk ihkhdr tfvns hku"eh, iuehryub thv trndc urnta , hcah .r,e ,uhauu/// whte tv,w k"b v,ugnana p"gt ,uhgct

oa cuy ouh ,upxu,

Many commentators have understood this to be in a halachic context - to remove machloket from the halachic system.

25./ueh,vrvnc ktudv ,thc rjt kfv vhvh vz tv 'esesk ah vbuatr vpeavcu /,uhgctwu ,uhauwe .r,wh hcaw, ,uch, hatrv 
,uhauev tuv .r,h tk vnku 'vumnvu vru,v ubk i,ba ubhcr van sungh tv ',uhgctvu ,uhauev uvhkt .r,h vnku /int ubhnhc

 ?,uhgctvu
 ohyuehk huk ,ause

R. Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev assume that Mashiach and Techiyat Hametim will occur in the same period.  So why

should Eliyahu be the one to answer the halachic questions and not Moshe Rabbeinu!? 

26. vru,c arupn jhanv ,thc ghsuv vana hpk /////ohnav vmec ljsb vhvh ot'lhvkt wv cau  ' lhvkt wv knuifu /vkt ,kuzu
 okugv ,t uhbpk rhafh aht uhbpk tchau uhnrudu uhbpk oseha vnc wv oac oghsuvuvhkt tuvu;hxuh tk ahtv u,uta oghsuvu /

/vru,c grdh tku
 z vban j erp ,uhusg ,fxn vban kg o"cnr

In his commentary on the Mishna, the Rambam seems confident that Eliyahu will precede Mashiach.

27.'Uh %v*h Q 'th +v o #s #t g 's+h t«k - i $v#C t$mIH 'f %u oh *r#c %S 'v UK +t k#f %u  /Uv#H*k +t tIc#h ' 'jh *J #N 'v Q$k $N 'v , 'th *C o $s«E $J oh *r %nIt $J oh *n#f(j 'v i *n J+h %u
/// Uh %v*H $J s 'g

c vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

Although in his Mishne Torah, he seems to be less unequivocal. 

G] THE PURPOSE OF THE MESSIANIC ERA

28.so #,It Ut %¬'b%H $J h +s %F t«k %u 'oh*hID 'C Us %r*H $J h +s %F t«k %u 'o#kIg #v k#F k 'g Uy%k %J*H $J h +s %F t«k - 'jh *J #N 'v ,In%h oh *n#f(j 'v %u oh *th *c%B 'v UU 't %,*b t«k 
h+H 'j%k UF %z*H $J h +s %F 'k +Y 'c %nU G+dIb o $v#k v$h %v*h t«k %u 'V #, #n %f #j %u v #rIT 'C ih*hUb %P Uh %v*H $J h +s %F t#k +t  : 'j«n %G*k %u ,IT %J*k %u k«f.t$k h +s %F t«k %u 'oh *N 'g #v

/v#cUJ %T ,IF%k *v %C Ub %r 't+C $J In %F 't#C 'v o#kIg #v

voh*B 's(g 'N 'v k#f %u 'v +C %r 'v , 'g 'P %J 1n v$h %v *T v#cIY 'v $J - ,Ur %j ', %u v #t%b *e t«k %u v #n #j%k *n t«k %u c#g #r t«k o #J v$h %v*h t«k 'i #n %Z 'v I,It %cU  
oh *nU, %X 'v oh *r#c %S oh *g %sIh %u 'oh*kIs %D oh *n#f(j Uh %v*h Q#Fh *p%kU  /s#c%k *C wv , $t , 'g 's#k t#k +t 'o#kIg #v k#F e #x(g v$h %v*h t«k %u  /r#p#g$F ih*hUm %n

 r #n.t$B $J 'o #s #t #v 'jIF h *p %F o #t %rIC , 'g 'S Udh *¬'h %u `oh *eUn(g #voh *X 'f %n o#H'k 'o *h 'N 'F 'wv-, $t v #g +S '. $r #t #v v #t%k #n-h *F" "(y'th uvhgah)

v-s vfkv ch erp ohfkn ,ufkv o"cnr

29.ci $v#k , 'j'B 'n V#bh +t %J v#g %J *r #v ,Uf%k 'N *n UjUb#H $J h +s %F ' 'jh *J #N 'v Q$k $N 'v ,In%h o $vh +n %f 'j %u o $vh +th *c%b k +t #r %G*h k#F UU 't %, *v v$z h+b %P *nU 
/t#C 'v o#kIg #v h+H 'j%k UF %z*H $J h +s %F 'v #n %f #j %C UC %r'h %u 'gID %r 'n i $v#k Ut %m %n*h %u 'i$d«v 'F ,Iu %m *N 'cU v #rIT 'C e«x %g'k k +t #r %G*h%k

 r #n.t$B $J - , $n.t #v %u v #n %f #j 'v %u v#g +S 'v v$c %r *T oh *n#H 'v i #,It %C $J h *p%k"wv-, $t v #g +S '. $r #t #v v #t%k #n-h *F" (y'th uvhgah) r #n.t$b %u 'Us %N'k %h t«k %u"
uh *j #t-, $t Jh *t %u Uv +g +r-, $t Jh *t 'sIg "(dk'tk uvhnrh)" r #n.t$b %u '"o $f %r 'G %C *n 'i $c $t #v c+k-, $t h *,«r *x(v 'u (uf'uk ktezjh)Q$k $N 'v I,It $J h+b %P *n  /

Q $r $S o #,It v $rIh %u o#g #v k#F s 'N'k%h Q#Fh *p%kU `Ub +C 'r v $J«N *n cIr #e tUv kIs#D th *c#b %u 'v«n«k %F *n r +,#h v$h %v*h v #n %f #j k 'g 'C sh *u #S g 'r$Z *n s«n(g'H $J
 r #n.t$B $J 'Ig %n #J%k oh*hID 'v k#F UtIc#h %u 'wv"oh *r #v $v Jt«r %C wv-,h +C r 'v v$h %v *h iIf#b 'oh *n#H 'v ,h *r(j 't %C v#h #v %u" (c'c uvhgah)/

v$Z 'v o#kIg #v tUv 'jh *J #N 'v ,In%h k#c(t `t#C 'v o#kIg #v h+H 'j tUv 'iIg #r+D t«k %u e +x %p $v V#k ih +t %J v#bIr(j 't #v v#cIY 'v %u IK1F r#f #¬ 'v ;Ix %u
t#k +t 'jh *J #N 'v ,Inh*k v$Z 'v o#kIg #v ih +C ih +t 'oh*bIJt *r #v oh *n#f(j Ur %n #t r#c %fU  /k +t #r %G*h%k r«z %j 'T ,Uf%k 'N 'v $J t#k +t 'Q+kIv Id #v%b *n %F o#kIg %u

 /s#c%k *C ,IH *f%k 'n sUC %g *J
c:y vcua, ,ufkv o"cnr

Rambam emphasizes that the purpose of Mashiach is not to rest or celebrate, but so that we will be able to have the

freedom to learn and connect to God.  This is in order to merit a stronger connection with God in Olam Haba.
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30.

12
Maimonides Introduction to Perek Helek

12. Translation taken from With Perfect Faith - R. J David Bleich.

To download more source sheets and audio shiurim visit www.rabbimanning.com


